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Later I found out that the d/anger was a recent development,
It had started suddenly, when, about 1925, the first company of
Malay operettas (stambul) visited the island. The Balinese im-
mediately created their own version of the pantomime, and the
d/anger spread like an epidemic; everywhere d/anger groups were
formed and soon every band/ar could boast a d/anger club. It
was the first time that boys and girls joined to dance for the fun
of performing together, their first social dance. Every district
developed its own style. In Buleleng there was a group in which
the girls wore shorts, showing their legs, a rather shocking exhi-
bition for the Balinese, who called it d/anger melalong, the
" naked djanger," but it was popular among the rich Chinese
of Buleleng. The d/anger was then the most popular enter-
tainment. Nobody cared to see anything else and every girl in
Bali hoped to become a d/anger and hummed the songs all day.
We feared that the d/anger would kill other forms of Balinese
dancing, but on our return two years later, we were surprised
to find that there was no more d/anger; all the famous groups
had stopped. Some of the girls had married, and since there
was no more demand, the groups were not reorganized. The
most exhilarating show of the Balinese was dead and forgotten.
Only a sleepy group remained: the d/anger for the tourists, still
avidly photographing what they called " temple dancers/'

With the passing of the d/anger, the classical forms of theatre
regained popularity, and during our second visit it was the ard/a
that had again become the favourite. The style of the d/anger
was a puzzling departure from the refinement of the Balinese
theatre. The singing was obviously derived from the magic
sanghyang songs, and the costumes and acrobatic figures might
have been copied from the Westernized Malay shows, but the
general mood, the seating arrangements, and the movements can
only be explained as a throw-back to the Polynesian spirit.

The case of the d/anger was an interesting example of the atti-
tude of the Balinese towards their arts: their love of novelty and